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SUBJECT: 62ND ECOSOC: U.S. CANDIDACY FOR RE-ELECTION TO COMMISSION 
ON HUMAN RIGHTS 

REE: STATE 104337 

1. POLCOUNS MAY 9 DISCUSSED US CANDIDACY FOR COMMISSION ON 
HUMAN RIGHTS WITH DIRGEN UN BUREAU YOSHIO OKAWA, CLARIFYING 
ANY MISUNDERSTANDING THAT MAY HAVE EXISTED WITH REGARD TO 
US POSITION ON JAPAN'S CANDIDACY FOR ECOSOC. OKAWA SAW NO 
DIFEICULTY IN SUPPORTING US SEAT AND COMMENTED THAT HE 
UNDERSTOOD IMPORTANCE WE ATTACHED TO MATTER IN VIEW OF 
PRESIDENT CARTER'S POSITION ON HUMAN RIGHTS. WHILE POLCOUNS 
ACKNOWLEDGED THIS WAS SO, HE CALLED ATTENTION TO TRADITION 
WHEREBY PERMANENT SECURITY COUNCIL MEMBERS WERE REGULARLY 
ELECTED TO ECOSOC AND ITS SUBSIDIARY BODIES. ASKED ABOUT 
CURRENT GOJ VIEWS IN THIS REGARD, OKAWA SAID THERE HAD BEEN 
SOME EXCEPTIONS, E.G., FRANCE, BUT THAT WHILE HE 
COULD NOT GO SO FAR AS TO SAY JAPAN SUPPORTED THIS 
TRADITION OR ACCEPTED IT AS MATTER OF PRINCIPLE, IT 
WAS FAIR TO SAY THAT JAPAN WAS FULLY AWARE OF CUSTOM, 

WHICH IT WOULD TAKE INTO ACCOUNT. 
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